Help! – The Beatles
The Beatles were an English rock band that started in Liverpool, in 1960. The members of the band were John Lennon
(rhythm guitar), Paul McCartney (bass guitar), George Harrison (lead guitar) and Ringo Starr (drums). Almost all of their
music was recorded at Abbey Road Studios in London. In February 1963, their first hit Please Please Me reached the
number 1 position on the British charts. This was the first of a record 15 British number 1 singles. In 1967, they released
the album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which was named as the greatest album of all time by Rolling Stone
Magazine. The Beatles became so popular that no regular concert venue was big enough for their concerts. The Beatles
broke up in 1970.
Help! is a 1965 movie starring The Beatles, and also the name of the movie’s theme song, and of its soundtrack album.

1

2

Match the rhyming words then find at least other 3 words rhyming with the first one.
1 today

A

haze

1 today: _________________, _________________, _________________

2 down

B

way

2 down: _________________, _________________, _________________

3 ways

C

‘round

3 ways: _________________, _________________, _________________

www

Find Help! on the Internet,
listen and check your answers.

Help, I need somebody
Help, not just anybody
Help, you know, I need someone
Help
When I was younger, so much younger
than today
I never needed anybody’s help in any way
But now these days are gone, I’m not so
self-assured
Now I find, I’ve changed my mind,
I’ve opened up the doors
CHORUS
Help me if you can, I’m feeling down
And I do appreciate you being ‘round
Help me get my feet back on the ground
Won’t you, please, please help me?

3

And now my life has changed in, oh, so many
ways
My independence seems to vanish in the haze
But every now and then I feel so insecure
I know that I just need you like I’ve never done
before
REPEAT CHORUS
When I was younger, so much younger than today
I never needed anybody’s help in any way
But now these days are gone, I’m not so
self-assured
Now I find, I’ve changed my mind, I’ve opened up
the doors
REPEAT CHORUS

Glossary
venue: luogo, sede
haze: foschia

Pairwork Read both texts again and answer the questions.
1 When was this rock band formed? By whom?
2 How many of their singles reached the No. 1 position of the British charts?
3 What is the song about?
4 Why does the author ask for help? To whom?
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Blank Space – Taylor Swift
Taylor Alison Swift was born on 13th December, 1989 and is an American country pop singer, songwriter and model.
She had her first hit, Tim McGraw, in 2006 at the age of 16 which was also her debut single. In 2008, she sold more
albums than anyone else that year. She won Country Music Television’s (CMT) ‘Breakthrough Video of the Year’ award
in 2007 for Tim McGraw. She was also nominated by the Academy of Country Music for ‘Top New Female Vocalist’.
In 2013, Swift’s album Red was nominated for Best Country Album and Album of the Year at the Grammy Awards.
Her album 1989 was released in October 2014. The second official single from the album, Blank Space, reached number
one on the Billboard Hot 100. 1989 later became the best-selling album of 2014. At the Brit Awards 2015 she got the
International Female Solo Artist Award.

1

Pairwork Read the informal contractions and try to write the formal verbs they refer to.
1 wanna: _________________		

2

www

3

www

2 ain’t: _________________

3 gonna: _________________

Find Blank space on the Internet, listen and check your answers.
Listen again and complete the text with the verbs from the box.
know

show

play

make

tell

Nice to 1____________ you
Where you been?
I could 2____________ you incredible things
Magic, madness, heaven, sin
Saw you there and I thought oh my God
3
____________ that face, you look like
my next mistake
Love’s a game, wanna 4 ____________
New money, suit and tie
I can 5 ____________ you like a magazine
Ain’t it funny rumors fly
And I 6 ____________ you heard about me
So hey, let’s be friends
I’m dying to see how this one ends
Grab your passport and my hand
I could 7 ____________ the bad guys good
for a weekend

meet

look at

read

So it’s gonna be forever
Or it’s gonna go down in flames
You can 8 ____________ me when it’s over
If the high was worth the pain
CHORUS
Got a long list of ex-lovers
They’ll tell you I’m insane
’Cause you know I love the players
And you love the game
Cause we’re young and we’re reckless
We’ll take this way too far
It’ll leave you breathless
Or with a nasty scar
Got a long list of ex-lovers
They’ll tell you I’m insane
But I got a blank space baby
And I’ll write your name

Glossary
sin: peccato
grab: afferrare
be worth: valere la pena
scar: cicatrice

4

Pairwork Read both texts and decide if these sentences are true (T) or false (F). Correct the
false ones.
					 T
F
1 Taylor Swift is a British singer.				
2 Her first hit was released when she was 16.			

.

3 She won a Grammy Award for her album Red.			
4 The song’s author says love is a game.				
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Father and Son – Cat Stevens
Cat Stevens was born in London in 1948. The family had a restaurant and Stevens and his brother and sister worked
there as waiters. He released his first single when he was 18. Father and Son, 1970, was one of his greatest successes.

1

K Who do you think would say the phrases below? Write F (Father) or S (Son) next to each
sentence.
		 You’re still young. 		

F

1 There’s so much you have
		 to go through. 			
2 Find a girl, settle down. 		
3 	From the moment I could
		 talk I was ordered to listen.

2

www

3

www

__________
__________
__________

4 It’s always been the same
		 old story. 			
__________
5 	For you will still be here tomorrow,
but your dreams may not.
__________
6 I know that I have to go.
__________
7 If you want, you can marry.
__________
8 Look at me, I am old, but
		 I’m happy. 			
__________

Now find Father and Son on the Internet, listen and check your answers to exercise 1.
Find and write the rhyming pairs. Then listen again and sing the song!

explain me way agree

know inside go again cried

Father and Son

(Cat Stevens)

(Father)
It’s not time to make a change,
Just relax, take it easy.
You’re still young, that’s your fault,
There’s so much you have to know.
Find a girl, settle down,
If you want you can marry.
Look at me, I am old, but I’m happy.
I was once like you are now, and I know
that it’s not easy,
To be calm when you’ve found something
going on.
But take your time, think a lot,
Why, think of everything you’ve got.
For you will still be here tomorrow, but your
dreams may not.
(Son)
How can I try to explain, when I do he turns
away again.
It’s always been the same, same old story.
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From the moment I could talk I was ordered
to listen.
Now there’s a way and I know that I have
to go away.
I know I have to go.
(Father)
It’s not time to make a change,
Just sit down, take it slowly.
You’re still young, that’s your fault,
There’s so much you have to go through.
Find a girl, settle down,
If you want you can marry.
Look at me, I am old, but I’m happy.
(Son)
All the times that I cried, keeping all
the things I knew inside,
It’s hard, but it’s harder to ignore it.
If they were right, I’d agree, but it’s
them they know not me.
Now there’s a way and
I know that I have
to go away.
I know I have to go.

3

This is Our Song – Demi Lovato
This is Our Song is from the soundtrack of the Disney film Camp Rock 2: The Final Jam, which was released in August
2010. The singers include the Jonas Brothers and Demi Lovato who were also in the first Camp Rock movie in 2008.

This is Our So
ng

So let’s sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya
Come on and sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya

Demi Lovato,
Joe and Nick
Jonas, Alyson
Stoner

This is our song
That’s all that matters
‘Cause we all belong right here together
There’s nothing better than singing along
This is our summer
This is our song
Come grab your guitar
Sit by the fire
‘Cause we all need a song
When we’re weary and tired
We’ll sit here together
And sing it out loud
CHORUS
This is our song
That’s all that matters
‘Cause we all belong right here together
There’s nothing better than singing along
This is our summer
And this is our song

1

This is our song
This is our song
This is our song
Come on and sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya
Come on and sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya
And come on and sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya
Come on and sing
Na, na na na na, hey, ya
This is our song
That’s all that matters
‘Cause we all belong right here together
There’s nothing better than singing along
This is our summer
(Our summer)
REPEAT CHORUS

www

K Choose the correct option. Then find This is Our Song on the Internet, listen and check
your answers.
1 This is our song. That’s all that...
		A

matters.		

C

worries us.

C

belong

singing		

C

crying

B

guitar.		

C

phone.

B

lake.		

C

fire.

B

break.		

C

friend.

B

interests us.

2 ‘Cause we all ... right here together.
		A

live			

B

sit			

3 There’s nothing better than ... along.		
		A

dreaming		

B

4 Come grab your ...		
		A

friends.		

5 Sit by the...
		A

camp.		

6 We all need a...
		A

2

song.		

K Write a short description of a film or an album that you particularly like.

Sprint Plus 3 © ELI 2015

4

