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The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz

About the novel
The author
Name

L. Frank Baum

Born

1856, New York

Family	His family is of German, Scottish and Irish origins; he is
the seventh of nine children.
Curiosity Facts	He does a lot of jobs before becoming a writer: chicken
breeder 1, actor, theatre manager, journalist, shop-keeper,
salesman.
Oz stories

 here are lots of Oz stories. There are 14 books
T
in the series!

The plot
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is about a 12-year-old girl, Dorothy,
who lives on a farm in Kansas with her uncle and aunt and a little
dog, Toto. One day, a cyclone arrives and carries 2 Dorothy, Toto
and their house to the magical land of Oz. Wishing 3 to return
home, with the help of the Good Witch of the North she begins
to travel to the Emerald City where the great Wizard of Oz lives.
On her way, she meets a Scarecrow who wants a brain, a Tin
Man who wants a heart, and a Cowardly Lion who desperately
needs courage. They hope the Wizard of Oz can help them,
but they must face 4 the Wicked Witch of the West and a lot of
other fantastic creatures before getting what they need.

The film
The Wizard of Oz is a novel, a musical, a film
and a play. The film is still very popular today
among children from all over the world. In
the film, Dorothy sings a very beautiful song
called ‘Over the Rainbow’. The song is very
famous, do you know it?

1 allevatore
2 trasporta

2
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3 Desiderando
4 affrontare
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The play
The characters

1

Match the names to the characters.

1

Uncle Henry

7

Aunt Em

Dorothy

2

Little Man

8

Four Flying Monkeys

12

13

3

Scarecrow
Little Woman

9

Narrator

Tin Man

4

Toto

5

Wicked Witch of The West

10

Good Witch of the North

14

Lion

6

15

11

Guard

Wizard of Oz

A

B

F

D
E
C

J
I
G
H
K

O

L
M
N
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The cast and the costumes

2

Write your name near the character you play, then add the names of your classmates. Read
carefully what you need for your costume.

Narrator

(name of student) ________________________: a red tunic dress, a parchment.

Dorothy

(name of student) ________________________: a blue dress, a white apron,
a pair of red shoes, a basket.

Aunt Em

(name of student) ________________________: a brown skirt, an apron,
a yellow T-shirt.

Uncle Henry

(name of student) ________________________: a pair of blue overalls, a checked
shirt, a cowboy hat.

Good Witch of the North

(name of student) ________________________: a pink tunic dress, a black belt,
a silver crown, a silver magic wand.

Little Man

(name of student) ________________________: a bowler hat, green trousers, a
shirt.

Little Woman

(name of student) ________________________: a green dress, a green hat,
an apron.

Scarecrow

(name of student) ________________________: a straw hat, trousers with braces,
a scarf.

Tin-man

(name of student) ________________________: a tin funnel, a light grey tracksuit.

Lion

(name of student) ________________________: a lion costume.

Guard

(name of student) ________________________: a black suit, a bowler hat and
a spear.

Wizard

(name of student) ________________________: green trousers, a black blazer,
a moustache.

Four Flying Monkeys

(name of students) ______________________
_____________________________________________ : blue tracksuits, red capes, monkey
masks.

Wicked Witch of the West

(name of student) ________________________: a green tunic dress, a black belt,
a green witch’s hat, a broom.

The prompts

3

Remember to bring these objects on stage! To help you remember their names, match the
words to the photos.
spear     silver magic wand     stuffed dog     straw basket     oil can     straw broom     parchment

4

1 ___________________

2 ___________________

3 ___________________

4 ___________________

5 ___________________

6 ___________________
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Act I – At the Farm
Narrator

 orothy is a little girl who lives on a farm in Kansas with her Uncle Henry and
D
her Aunt Em. Dorothy is playing in the garden with her dog, Toto, when her
uncle arrives and says:

Uncle Henry

A tornado is coming!

Narrator

 unt Em goes to the door, she sees the dark sky and she knows immediately
A
that they are in danger!

Aunt Em

Dorothy! Come inside and go to the basement! 1

Narrator

 orothy goes inside, but Toto is too scared and hides under the bed. Aunt Em
D
opens the basement door and goes inside. Meanwhile, Dorothy tries to get Toto
out from under the bed.

Dorothy

Toto, Toto come here!

Narrator

S uddenly the house starts to shake. Dorothy falls down to the floor, and Toto
jumps into her arms. The house starts to spin 2 a few times, and rises 3 slowly into
the air like a balloon. They travel miles and miles away from their home. Dorothy
decides to calm down. She lies on her bed, closes her eyes, and falls asleep. After
a few hours, the house stops spinning, and a loud noise wakes Dorothy.

1 seminterrato

2 girare

3 si alza
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Act II – At an Unknown Place
Dorothy

What happened? The house isn’t moving anymore... Come on
Toto, let’s go outside.

Narrator

She goes outside and... what a surprise!

Dorothy

Oh, this place is so beautiful!

Narrator

Then some people come to her.

Good Witch of the North

 elcome to our country. We want to thank you for destroying
W
the Wicked Witch of the East.

Dorothy

I haven’t destroyed anybody!

Little Woman

Well, your house did. Look over there!

Narrator

 nder the house there is a pair of legs with a pair of beautiful red
U
shoes.

Dorothy

Oh no! What can we do?

Good Witch of the North

There’s nothing we can do.

Dorothy

But... who is she?

Little Man

S he is the Wicked Witch of the East. She keeps the people from
this city as prisoners, 1 but now they are free.

Dorothy

And who are you?

Good Witch of the North

I am the Good Witch of the North.

Dorothy

Are you a real witch?

Good Witch of the North

 f course. I am a good witch, but I am not as powerful as the
O
Wicked Witch of the East.

Little Woman

(points at the Wicked Witch of the East’s feet) Look!

1 prigionieri

6
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Little Man

Where are her feet? I can’t see them!

Little Woman

There are only her red shoes!

Good Witch of the North	When a Witch is very old, her feet dry with the sun. Now you can
use her shoes, Dorothy.
Narrator

 he Good Witch takes the shoes and she gives them to Dorothy,
T
who puts them on.

Dorothy

I want to go home. Can you show me the way to Kansas?

Good Witch of the North

 o the East and to the South there are great deserts and nobody
T
can cross them. It is too dangerous.

Little Man

 nd to the West there is an evil 1 witch. Don’t go there, she
A
imprisons people!

Good Witch of the North

I live North, where there is a great desert. So... we can’t help you.

Narrator

Dorothy starts to cry.

Good Witch of the North

But... what is your name, dear?

Dorothy

My name is Dorothy, and this is my little dog, Toto.

Narrator

S uddenly the Wicked Witch of the West appears, and says to
Dorothy:

Wicked Witch of The West Who are you? Where is my sister?
Good Witch of the North

Stay away from her! Don’t touch her!

Wicked Witch of The West I want my sister’s shoes! Give them to me!
Good Witch of the North

No! Now they belong to 2 her! Go away!

Wicked Witch of The West OK, but this is not the end! I promise! Ha, ha, ha, ha!!!
Narrator

1 cattiva

And the Witch of the West disappears.

2 appartengono a
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Good Witch of the North

You must go to the Emerald City. The Wizard of Oz can help you.

Dorothy

Where is the Emerald City?

Good Witch of the North

It’s in the middle of the country. The Wizard of Oz rules the city.

Dorothy

Is he a good man?

Good Witch of the North

He’s a good wizard, but I don’t know him.

Dorothy

How can I get to the Emerald City?

Good Witch of the North

Can you see the yellow brick road?

Dorothy

Yes, I can.

Good Witch of the North,
Little Man, Little Woman

Follow the yellow brick road!

Dorothy

Can you come with me?

Good Witch of the North	
No, I can’t. When you meet Oz, tell him
your story and ask for help.
Narrator

And the Good Witch of the North disappears.

Dorothy

Goodbye, Good Witch! Toto, let’s go.

Narrator

 orothy and Toto start walking along the yellow brick road. After
D
a while they hear a voice.

Scarecrow

I need a brain! I need a brain!

Dorothy

Who is talking?

Scarecrow

Here! Here! It’s me!

Narrator

In the middle of a big corn field, 1 there is a Scarecrow. He is
talking to Dorothy!

Dorothy

You need a brain?

Scarecrow

Yes, I only have straw 2 in my head.

Dorothy

But, how can you talk?

Scarecrow

I don’t know.

Dorothy

I’m sorry, I haven’t got a brain for you, but if you come with me to
visit the Wizard of Oz, I’m sure he can help you.

Scarecrow

(the scarecrow holds Dorothy’s hand) OK, let’s go together then.

Narrator

S o Dorothy, Toto and the Scarecrow keep walking. After a while
they see a Tin Man near the road.

Tin Man

Oil can! Oil can!

Dorothy

 il can? Look, there’s an oil can on the ground. Maybe that’s what
O
he wants.

Scarecrow

Where do you want the oil?

Tin Man

In my chin! In my chin!

1 campo di grano

8
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Scarecrow

Here are some drops in your chin.

Tin Man

 h, now I can talk again! But I need some in my arms, too... and in my legs and
O
in my feet.

Dorothy

Let me put some, too.

Tin Man

 hank you! Now I can talk and move again. My only problem is that I haven’t
T
got a heart. I want to feel emotions... I want to fall in love! 1

Dorothy

Well, come with us then. We are going to see the Wizard of Oz, he can help us!

Narrator

 nd Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow and the Tin Man continue their journey
A
along the yellow brick road. After a few hours, Toto starts barking.

Dorothy

Toto, stop barking!

Toto

Woof! Woof!

Narrator

There is a scared Lion behind the bushes near the road.

Dorothy

Come here Lion. Toto is a friendly, little dog!

Narrator

The Lion comes out. He is crying.

Dorothy

But... why are you crying?

Lion

I am crying because I have no courage. Your little dog scares me!

Dorothy

But... you are the king of the jungle!

Lion

I know.

Tin Man

Why don’t you come with us to visit the Wizard of Oz? He can also help you!

Lion

Yes, I need courage, and I want to get it. Let’s go!

Narrator

S o everybody goes to visit the Wizard of Oz to ask for help. When they arrive,
a guard opens the door.

1 innamorarmi
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Act III – At the Wizard’s Palace
Guard

Who are you? What do you want? Go away, no one can get near the palace!

Dorothy

 h, please open the door. We need to see the Wizard of Oz. He’s the only one
O
who can help us. We’ve got the Good Witch of the North’s red shoes... look!

Guard

Mmm... Wait here!

Narrator

After a while the guard finally opens the door.

Guard

 ome in. Walk across the hall, then turn right. There is a red door, open it, and
C
there you can find the Wizard.

Dorothy

Oh, thank you.

Narrator

 hey enter the palace, walk across the hall and turn right. They open the red
T
door; and when they are inside, the Wizard appears behind a big mirror on the
wall.

Wizard

 hat do you want? How dare you 1 come to my palace and disturb me! I hope
W
you have a good excuse, otherwise you are in trouble!

Dorothy

Oh, no...

Lion

Please Wizard...

Scarecrow

... what we need...

Tin Man

... is really important!

Wizard

And what is it?

Dorothy

I want to go back home!

Scarecrow

I need a brain!

Tin Man

I need a heart!

Lion

I need courage!

Wizard	
OK, OK. I can help you,
but only if you destroy
the Wicked Witch of the West, a very cruel and evil witch.
Tin Man

How?

Wizard

F irst, destroy the Wicked Witch and then you can get a brain... and you can get
courage... and you can have a heart!

Dorothy

But... what about me?

Wizard

The Good Witch of the North will tell you how to go home, I can’t. Now... go!

Narrator

 hey leave the palace and start looking for the Wicked Witch of the West. After
T
a long walk they arrive at a beautiful garden.

Dorothy

 h, this garden is so beautiful... and those flowers are so pretty... and the smell
O
is so nice... I’m tired... (she yawns and falls asleep)

1 come vi permettete?
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Lion

Me too... I feel so tired... (falls asleep)

Tin Man

Ohh, I am so sleepy. (falls asleep)

Scarecrow

No! You can’t sleep now. We have things to do... (falls asleep)

Narrator

 hile they are asleep, Four Flying Monkeys arrive and take them to the
W
Wicked Witch of the West!
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Act IV – At the Witch’s Palace
Dorothy, Scarecrow,
Tin Man, Lion

(they lay on the ground) Hey! Where are we?

Wicked Witch of The West

 ou are in my palace! You! (pointing at Dorothy) Give me my
Y
sister’s shoes!

Dorothy

No! Never!

Wicked Witch of The West	
Give me the shoes, or you are in trouble! Ha, ha, ha, ha!!!
Scarecrow

Let’s destroy her!

Wicked Witch of The West

Ha, ha, ha, you can’t destroy me! There!

Narrator

 orothy runs away and stumbles 1 on an invisible wooden
D
stick, a trick of the Witch, and loses one of her shoes. The
Wicked Witch takes it!

Dorothy

Give me my shoe!

Narrator

 orothy sees a bucket of water on the floor, and throws it at
D
the Witch.

Wicked Witch of The West	
No! No! What have you done? I am melting, 2 melting, mel...
Oh, oh, oh...
Narrator

Water makes the Witch disappear! What a surprise for
Dorothy!

Tin Man

Dorothy, we are safe now! Thank you!

Dorothy

 ow that there isn’t any Wicked Witch anymore, we can have
N
what we need. Scarecrow can have his brain!

Scarecrow

And the Tin Man can get his heart!

Tin Man

And the Lion can have courage!

Dorothy

But... what about me? How can I go home?

Narrator

Suddenly the Good Witch of the North appears.

Dorothy

Hello, Good Witch, please help me! I really want to go home!

Good Witch of the North

L isten to my words carefully, Dorothy. I haven’t got any power.
The power is inside you. The shoes that you are wearing can
take you anywhere you want to go.

Dorothy

But... how can these shoes take me home?

Good Witch of the North

 hey have got magical powers. Click your heels together
T
three times, and say: ‘There’s no place like home!’

Dorothy

OK! But I want to say goodbye to my friends first.

Narrator

 orothy hugs and says goodbye to the Scarecrow, the
D
Tin Man and the Lion.

1 inciampa
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Good Witch of the North

Are you ready, Dorothy?

Dorothy

Yes, I am. Come here, Toto!

Good Witch of the North

Now close your eyes and say the words.

Dorothy

(clicking her heels) There’s no place like home! There’s no
place like home! There’s no place like home!
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Act V – Back at the Farm
Narrator

And Dorothy wakes up in her bed.

Dorothy

Where am I?

Uncle Henry

You’re at home!

Dorothy

I’m at home! What an incredible dream! Oh, dear Uncle and
Aunt...
I love you so much... I’m so happy now that I am back home!

Uncle Henry and Aunt Em

(hugging Dorothy) We love you too, Dorothy.

The End

14 Photocopiable ELI © 2014

The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz

Activities
Reading comprehension

1

Number these sentences in the order that
they happen.
1

 he Good Witch of the North tells
T
Dorothy to follow the yellow brick road.

2

The Wizard of Oz talks to Dorothy.

3

Dorothy meets the Scarecrow.

4

Dorothy is back at home.

5

Dorothy meets the Lion.

6

 he Good Witch of the North gives
T
Dorothy a beautiful pair of shoes.

1	Dorothy lives…
A in a cottage.
B in a flat.
C on a farm.
2	The Wicked Witch of the North wants…
A a wand.
B a crown.
C a pair of red shoes.
3	The Scarecrow needs…

Dorothy meets the Tin Man.

A more straw.

8

Dorothy’s house rises into the air.

B a brain.

9

 orothy meets a Little Man and a Little
D
Woman.

C a hat.
4	The Tin Man wishes for…

 orothy and her friends destroy the
D
Wicked Witch of the West.

A a heart.
B some oil.

Complete the sentences with the names of
characters from the story.
1 ______________ cries because Toto scares him.
2 ______________ is in the middle of a corn field.
3 ______________ wants to go back home.
5 ______________ is a very cruel and evil witch.

2 The Wizard of Oz keeps the people
from the Emerald City as prisoners.
3 The Good Witch of the North can
tell Dorothy how to go home.

B some peace.
C some food.

C angry and disturbed.
7	Dorothy throws at the Wicked Witch of the
West…

Tick T (true) or F (false). Rewrite the false
sentences.
1 When the house is up in the air,
Dorothy is scared.

A some courage.

B very friendly.

7 ______________ gives Dorothy the red shoes.

T

5	The Lion asks for…

A happy to see them.

6 _ _____________ tells Dorothy to destroy the
Wicked Witch of the West.

		

C a new leg.

6	When the Wizard meets Dorothy and her
friends, he is…

4 ______________ wants some oil.

3

Read the sentences and choose A, B or C.

7

10

2

4

F

A a bucket of flowers.
B a bucket of water.
C a bucket of stones.
8	The magic words that Dorothy says to go
home are…
A Go back home to Aunt Em!
B Take me home to Uncle Henry!
C There’s no place like home!

4 The Wicked Witch of the West wants
to destroy Dorothy’s red shoes.
5 The Good Witch of the North is the
Wicked Witch of the West’s sister.
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Vocabulary

1

2

Use the vowels a, e, i, o, u, to complete the adjectives.
1 g __ __ d

4 b __ __ __ t __ f __ l

7 __ ngry

2 p __ w __ rf __ l

5 t __ r __ d

8 sl __ __ py

3 cr __ __ l

6 c __ __ r __ g __ __ __ s

9 __ v __ l

Look at the pictures on page 3 and complete the sentences.
1 Dorothy is wearing _________________________________________________________________________________
2 The Wizard of Oz is wearing _____________________________________________________________________________
3 The Good Witch of the North is wearing ________________________________________________________________
4 The Wicked Witch of the West is wearing _______________________________________________________________
5 The Four Flying Monkeys are wearing ___________________________________________________________________
6 The Narrator is wearing __________________________________________________________________________________

3

Match the following words (1-5) with their definitions (a-e).
1 farmer

a A woman who has magical powers that she uses to do bad or good things.

2 guard

b Someone who owns or looks after a farm.

3 narrator

c A man who has magical powers.

4 witch

d The person who tells the story in a book, a film, a play, etc.

5 wizard

e Someone whose job is to protect a place or a person.

Writing

1

Answer the questions.
1 Why does the Good Witch of the North give Dorothy a beautiful pair of shoes?
		_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 Where is the Emerald City? And why is it so important?
		_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 What do the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Lion want? Why do they follow Dorothy?
		_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4 What happens to the Wicked Witch of the West in Act IV and why?
		_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5 How does Dorothy go back home?
		_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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