From Book to Film 2

Pride and
Prejudice
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Read the information on these pages
and check your answers.

The book

What is the relationship between the
two men and the two women? Which one is:
in love? Rich? Proud? Handsome? A snob?
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Jane Austen
began Pride
and Prejudice
in 1796. The
first publisher
Austen showed
the book to,
refused to
publish it. It
is now one of
the most loved
books in English
literature.

Read the plot.

Plot
1

The2story takes3place in the
4 early 19th century in England. The Bennet family – Mr and Mrs Bennet and their
five daughters – Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine, and Lydia – live on a small rural estate. Unfortunately
for the Bennets, if Mr Bennet dies, their property will be inherited by Mr Collins. Therefore Mrs Bennet is
anxious to find rich husbands for her five daughters before Mr Bennet’s death.
Mr Bingley, a wealthy young man arrives and moves into a large house in the neighbourhood. He has a very
rich friend, Mr Darcy. Bingley falls in love with the beautiful Jane but his family don’t want her because
she is not rich. Elizabeth dislikes Darcy because he is cold and proud. Darcy, at first, thinks Elizabeth is not
‘good enough for him’; later, he falls in love with her.
Meanwhile, a handsome and charming army officer, Mr Wickham, becomes very popular with the younger
sisters. He tells Elizabeth that Darcy cheated him of his money. The stupid Mr Collins asks Elizabeth to
marry him, but she refuses; her mother is upset, but Elizabeth has the support of her father.
The proud Darcy asks Elizabeth to marry him. He says he loves her, despite her lower position in society.
The girl refuses him, because of the bad things Wickham has told her about Darcy. Darcy is angry and
heartbroken and later gives Elizabeth a letter; she now finds out the truth: Wickham is a liar, and although
Darcy is a snob, he is, actually, a good man.
Elizabeth goes on a trip to Derbyshire and visits Darcy’s house. She is impressed by its beauty and hears
only good things about the owner.
When Elizabeth learns that her youngest sister Lydia has run away with Wickham, she tells the news to
Darcy who finds the couple and pays for the marriage.
Jane accepts Bingley’s proposal of marriage. Darcy still loves Elizabeth and they agree to get married.
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Answer the questions.
1
		
2
3

Why is Mrs Bennet anxious to find husbands
for her daughters?
Why doesn’t Elizabeth like Darcy?
What is Darcy’s first impression of Elizabeth?

4 Who do the youngest sisters like?
5 Why does Elizabeth at first refuse to marry
Darcy?
6 How does Darcy help the Bennet family?

The author

The characters

Jane Austen (1775-1817) was an
English novelist. Her works of romantic
fiction have made her one of the most
popular writers in English literature.
Two of her best books are Mansfield
Park and Emma.

Mrs Bennet (Brenda Blethyn) – mother of five daughters. She is anxious to
find rich husbands for them.
Mr Bennet (Donald Sutherland) – Mrs Bennet’s intelligent husband. He is
bored with his foolish wife and his daughers, except for Elizabeth.
Elizabeth Bennet (Keira Knightley) – witty and attractive daughter of the
Bennets.
Jane (Rosamund Pike) – the eldest daughter. She is in love with Mr Bingley.
Mr Bingley (Simon Woods) – a rich young man. Unmarried.
Mr Darcy (Matthew Macfadyen) – a rich young man. A snob. Unmarried.
Lydia (Jena Malone) – the foolish youngest daugher.
Mr Collins (Tom Hollander) – a foolish man who will inherit the Bennet’s
property when Mr Bennet dies. He asks Elizabeth to marry him.
Mr Wickham (Rupert Friend) – a handsome young officer in the army.

The film
Pride and Prejudice is a 2005 film
based on the Jane Austen novel of the
same name, directed by Joe Wright
and based on a screenplay by Deborah
Moggach.
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3.47 - D6 Listen and watch the film clip and read the dialogue. Then complete the
dialogue with one word in each gap.
Lizzy,
4 Lizzy! Mr Bennet, Mr Bennet, we’re
all (1) ________ an uproar. You must come
and make Lizzy marry Mr Collins. Mr Collins
has proposed to Lizzy, but she vows she
(2) ________ not have him and now the
danger is Mr Collins may not have Lizzy.
What am I to do?
Well, come and talk to her. Now! Tell her you
insist (3) ________ them marrying.
Papa, please.
You will have this house and save your (4) ________ from destitution.
I can’t marry him.
Go back now and say you’ve changed your mind. Think of your family.
You cannot make me.
Mr Bennet, say something.
Child, your mother insists on you marrying Mr Collins.
Yes, or I shall never see her again.
Elizabeth, from this day onward, you must be a stranger to one of your parents.
Who will maintain you when your father is (5) ________ ?
Your mother will never see you again, if you do not marry Mr Collins, and I will never see you
again if you do.
Mr Bennet!
Thank you, Papa.
(6) ________ child! I shall never speak to you again.

Work in groups of three. Choose
a character from exercise E above
and act out the scene together.
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wealthy: benestante
liar: bugiardo
uproar: fermento
vow: giurare
destitution: indigenza
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Work in pairs. Imagine you are screenwriters.
Write the dialogue for the next part of the
scene. Act your dialogue out for the class.

