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How many horror films do you know?
What are the names of the ‘monsters’ in
them?
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Read the information in this section.
Who is the monster in this story?

The book
Frankenstein
or The Modern
Prometheus is
a novel written
by Mary Shelley
in 1818. The
title of the
novel refers
to a young
scientist, Victor
Frankenstein,
not the
monster.
Frankenstein is
one of the first
examples of
science fiction.

Read the plot.
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Victor Frankenstein is a talented medical student. He spends months in his laboratory alone – he is trying
to create a living creature, to conquer death. Late one night during a terrifying storm, Victor finally creates a
new life, but he is afraid of his creation and stops the experiment.
That night, the Creature escapes from the laboratory. He runs away to the forest and finds a little house.
The Creature spends months in the woods with a family. As time passes, the Creature learns to read and
speak. He tries to win the family’s love, but they are afraid of him. The Creature finds out that he is not
really human and that Dr Frankenstein created him. He wants to take revenge on his creator because his life
is unhappy, without love, and everyone is afraid of him.
Victor believes his creation is dead and so returns to Geneva to marry Elizabeth, his beautiful fiancée. But
the Creature goes to Geneva and kills Victor’s little brother. Victor meets his creation. The monster tells him
to meet on the mountain that night. Victor goes to the meeting because he wants to kill his creation, but the
Creature is fast and strong and Victor can’t kill him.
Victor and Elizabeth get married but on their honeymoon, the Creature finds them. He goes into Elizabeth’s
room; she is alone…
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Answer the questions.
1 What is Victor’s job?
2 Why does Victor stop his experiment?
3 Why is the Creature unhappy?

4 Why does Victor go to Geneva?
5 Why can’t Victor kill the monster?
6 What happens on Victor and Elizabeth’s honeymoon?

The author

The characters

Mary Shelley (1797-1851) was a British novelist and dramatist.
She is famous for her novel Frankenstein but she also edited the works
of her husband, the Romantic poet and philosopher, Percy Bysshe
Shelley.

The Creature (Robert De Niro) – he is the
product of an experiment involving dead
bodies and electricity to try and create a new
human life.
Victor Frankenstein (Kenneth Branagh) –
the Creature’s creator, a scientist obsessed
with conquering death.
Elizabeth (Helena Bonham Carter) –
Frankenstein’s fiancée.

The film
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is a horror film directed by Kenneth
Branagh in 1994. It is an adaptation of Mary Shelley’s novel but there
are some differences in Branagh’s version of the story.
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Elizabeth! Elizabeth! Wait, wait, please wait. Please, I have to speak to you, please!
What do you want to say?
Don’t go. Please don’t go. I’m frightened.
Of what?
I have done something so terrible, so evil I’m frightened if I tell you the truth,
I’ll lose you.
You’ll lose me if you don’t.
I don’t know what to do.

Put the missing extracts in gaps 1-7 to complete the next part of the dialogue.
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It is.
Victor, tell me why! Trust me!
Yes. We’re in danger here. Every moment we stay.
We’ll leave this afternoon, right after the ceremony. Pack only what you need.
Does this have something to do with that man you saw?
Why the change? What about your work?
It was misguided and pointless. Is your answer yes?
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Listen and watch the film clip and read the dialogue.

Marry me, Elizabeth, marry me today.
Not tomorrow, not next week. Marry me today.
(1) ____________________________________
(2) ____________________________________
(3) ____________________________________
(4) ____________________________________
(5) ____________________________________
(6) ____________________________________
(7) ____________________________________
I do. But you must trust me for now.

Work in pairs. Choose a
character from the dialogues
above and act out the scene
in pairs.
1
2
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conquer: vincere
creature: mostro
run away: fuggire
take revenge: vendicarsi
honeymoon: viaggio di nozze
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Work in pairs. Imagine you are screenwriters. Write
the dialogue for the next part of the scene between
Frankenstein and Elizabeth when he tells her about
the Creature. Act your dialogue out for the class.

