More on Films 1

A Christmas Carol
A

Look at the pictures and try to answer
these questions.
1 Where does the story take place?
3 the story4take place?
22 When does
3 Who is the main character?
4 What is he like?
5 Who is he talking to?

1

B

Read the information on these pages
and check your answers.

The book
A Christmas Carol (1843) is a short novel by
Charles Dickens. The story tells of stingy Ebenezer
Scrooge’s moral and emotional transformation after
the supernatural visits of the Ghosts of Christmas
Past, Present, and Yet to Come. The book was – and
still is – a huge success. It has been made into film
many times.

The author

C
1

Plot
2

Read the plot.

3

Charles Dickens (1812-1870) was an English
novelist; he is generally considered the greatest
of the Victorian period. Dickens was more popular
and famous than any previous author. He is
the creator of some of English literature’s most
famous novels and characters.

4

The story begins on Christmas Eve in London exactly seven years after the death of Ebenezer Scrooge’s business
partner, Jacob Marley. Scrooge is a greedy and stingy businessman, who has no place in his life for kindness or
charity. He has an employee in his office, Bob Cratchit, who works very hard and is paid very little. As the story
opens, Scrooge is visited by his kind nephew, Fred, who invites him to a Chrismtas party; Scrooge refuses.
Scrooge is visited by Marely’s ghost who warns him to change his ways to avoid a miserable afterlife.
Later that night, Scrooge is visited by three more ghosts. The first is the Ghost of Christmas Past, which takes
Scrooge to the scenes of his boyhood and youth; this reminds the old miser of a time when he was more
innocent. The second spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Present, takes Scrooge to several very different scenes (a joyfilled market of people buying ingredients for a Christmas dinner, the family feast of Scrooge’s poor clerk Bob
Cratchit, a miner’s cottage and other sites). The third spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, shows Scrooge
terrible visions of the future if he does not change his stingy ways.
Scrooge wakes up on Christmas morning with joy and love in his heart, then spends the day with his nephew’s
family after anonymously sending a prize turkey to the Cratchit home for Christmas dinner. Scrooge has become
a different man overnight, and now treats his fellow men with kindness, generosity and compassion; he gains a
reputation as a man who symbolises the spirit of Christmas.

D

Answer the questions.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Who was Jacob Marley and what do we know about him?
What does Marley’s ghost say to Scrooge?
What do the other three ghosts show Scrooge?
How does Scrooge change after the visit of the ghosts?
What do people say about Scrooge at the end?
Why do you think Dickens wrote the book? What is the message?
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The film

The characters

A Christmas Carol (2009) is a 3D film
adaptation of Dickens’ famous novel,
directed by Robert Zemeckis. The
film uses a very modern technique
called motion capture, which consists
in recording human actors’ actions
and then using that information to
animate digital characters. The film
stars the American actor Jim Carrey
in several roles, including Ebenezer
Scrooge and the three ghosts who
haunt Scrooge.

Ebenezer Scrooge (Jim Carrey) – a miser
who hates Christmas.
Fred (Colin Firth) – Scrooge’s good-hearted
nephew.
Marley’s Ghost (Gary Oldman) – Scrooge’s
business partner.
Bob Cratchit (Gary Oldman) – Scrooge’s poor
clerk.
Ghost of Christmas Present (Jim Carrey)
Ghost of Christmas Past (Jim Carrey)
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come (Jim Carrey)

E
2

3

F

CLIP 3 Watch the film clip and read the dialogue. Then complete the dialogue with
one word in each gap.
Fred
Merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!
4
Scrooge Ahh! Humbug!
Fred
Christmas a humbug? Uncle! You don’t mean that.
Scrooge Merry Christmas! What reason have you to be merry?
You’re (1) _________________ enough.
Fred
What right have you to be so dismal?
You’re (2) _________________ enough.
Scrooge Humbug!
Fred
Don’t be cross, uncle!
Scrooge What else can I be? When I live in such a world of fools as this. Merry Christmas…
What’s Christmas time to you but a time for paying (3) _________________ without
money! A time for finding yourself a year older and not a penny richer!
If I could work my will, every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his
(4) _________________, should be boiled in his own pudding, and buried with a
stake of holly through his heart.
Fred
Uncle!
Scrooge Nephew! Keep Christmas in your own way and let me keep it in mine.
Fred
Keep it? But you don’t keep it!
Scrooge Let me leave it alone then. Much good it has ever done you.
Fred
There are many things from which I have derived good and have not profited,
Christmas being among them. But I’ve always thought of Christmas as a kind,
(5) _________________ time, the only time when men open their shut-up hearts
and think of all people as fellow travellers to the grave and not some other race of
creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore uncle, although it has never put
a scrap of (6) _________________ or silver in my pocket, I believe it has done me
good and I say “God bless it!”.

G

Work in pairs. Choose a
character from exercise E and
act out the scene in pairs.

1

2

3

be cross: essere di cattivo umore
dismal: malinconico
grave: tomba
holly: agrifoglio
humbug: fandonie
work my will: realizzare la mia volontà

4

Work in pairs. Imagine you are screenwriters. Write
a new dialogue between Scrooge and Fred after
Scrooge has become a new man. How did he learn
to be a good man? How is life different for him now?
Act out your dialogue for the rest of the class.
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More on Films 2

Jane Eyre
A

1 What is the relationship between them?
3 the story4take place?
22 Where does
3 Will the story end happily?

1

C
1

Plot
2

Look at the photos on these pages and try to
answer the questions.

B

Read the information on these pages
and check your answers.

The book
Jane Eyre (1847) is
a novel by Charlotte
Brontë. It is often
considered ahead
of its time because
of Jane’s character:
she is a thinking and
passionate young
woman who desires a
full life, but who is also
very moral. For this
reason, it is regarded
as one of the first feminist novels.

Read the plot.

3

4

Jane Eyre, is an orphan who lives with her Aunt Sarah and her three children. They all treat Jane badly, physically
and emotionally. Fortunately, she escapes from them when she goes to Lowood School for Girls.
The pupils at Lowood stay in cold rooms, eat poor meals, and wear thin clothes. Many students fall ill. At Lowood,
Jane is accused of being deceitful and she is punished. Jane is unhappy but she is comforted by her friend, Helen,
and defended by Miss Temple, her favourite teacher.
At last, Jane leaves Lowood and becomes a teacher at Thornfield, a rich man’s house. One night, a horseman
passes her, his horse slips and throws the rider. She helps him to the horse. Later, she learns that this man is
Edward Rochester, master of the house. Mr Rochester and Jane get on very well together. But odd things start to
happen, such as a strange laugh and a mysterious fire in Mr Rochester’s room.
One evening, Rochester confesses his love for Jane and proposes. As she prepares for her wedding, a strange,
savage-looking woman comes into her room at night and rips her wedding veil. During the wedding ceremony, it
becomes known that Rochester cannot marry because he is still married to this strange woman. Rochester explains
that once they were married, but he found out that his new wife was mad, so he locked her away in Thornfield.
Mr Rochester asks Jane to go with him to France and live together, even though they cannot get married. Despite
her love for Rochester, Jane refuses and she leaves Thornfield.
Years later, Jane returns to Thornfield to find only ruins. She learns that Rochester’s wife set the house on fire and
committed suicide by jumping from the roof. In his rescue attempts, Mr Rochester lost a hand and his eyesight.
Jane reunites with him and assures him of her love; she tells him she will never leave him. Rochester again
proposes and they get married. He eventually recovers enough sight to see their first son.

D

Answer the questions.
1 Why was Jane happy to go to school?
4 What strange things happen at Thornfield?
2 Why was she unhappy at school?
5 What do we know about Rochester’s first marriage?
3 What happens the first time Jane meets Rochester? 6 Why does Jane agree to marry Rochester in the end?
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The film

The characters

Jane Eyre is a 2011 British romantic drama directed
by Cary Fukunaga. The screenplay was written by
Moira Buffini, an Anglo-Irish dramatist, director and
actress. There have been at least 24 film adaptations
of Jane Eyre. This version focuses on the darker sides
of the story.

Jane Eyre (Mia Wasikowska) – Although she falls in love with
her wealthy employer, Edward Rochester, her strong sense of
conscience does not permit her to become his mistress.
Edward Rochester (Michael Fassbender) – The master of
Thornfield Manor. A romantic hero, he is tricked into making an
unfortunate first marriage before he meets Jane, with whom he
falls madly in love.
Mrs Reed (Sally Hawkins) – Jane’s aunt. She is a selfish, cruel
woman who spoils her three horrible children, and hates her
niece.
Mrs Fairfax (Judi Dench) – An elderly widow and housekeeper
of Thornfield Manor who treats Jane respectfully.
Miss Maria Temple (Edwina Elek) – Jane’s teacher at Lowood
School. She is kind and treats Jane with respect and compassion.

The author
Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855) was an English novelist
and poet, the eldest of the three Brontë sisters.
Her novels are English literature classics. She wrote
Jane Eyre under the pen name Currer Bell. The main
character in her novel Jane Eyre was similar to herself,
a strong and independent woman.

E

CLIP 4 Watch the film clip and read the dialogue.
Complete the dialogue with one word in each gap.

3

Jane
4

Edward
Jane
Edward
Jane
Edward
Jane

Edward
Jane

F

I have lived a full life here. I have not been trampled on.
I have not been petrified. I have not been excluded from
every glimpse of what is (1) ________________. I have
known you, Mr Rochester, and it strikes me with anguish
to be torn from you.
Then why must you leave?
Because of your (2) ________________.
I have no wife.
But you are to be married.
Jane, you must stay.
And become nothing to you? Am I a machine without
(3) ________________? Do you think that because I am
poor, obscure, plain and little, that I am soulless and
heartless? I have as much soul as you and full as much
(4) ________________; and if God had blessed me with
beauty and wealth I could make it as hard for you to leave
me as it is for I to leave you. I am not speaking to you
through mortal flesh – it is my (5) ________________ that
addresses your spirit. As if we’d passed through the grave
and stood at God’s feet equal, as we are.
As we are.
I’m a free human being with an independent will…

Work in pairs. Choose a
character from exercise E and
act out the scene.

1

2

3

G
4

Work in pairs. Imagine you are screenwriters.
Write the dialogue for the next part of the
scene. Act your dialogue out for the class.

anguish: dolore
flesh: carne
glimpse: barlume
trample on: calpestare
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