More on Films 1

One Day
A
1

2

C
1

Plot
2

Who are the people in the picture below?
What do you think is the relationship
between them?

3

4

B

Read the information in this section
and check your answers.

The book
One Day is a novel by
David Nicholls, published
in 2009. It begins when
two students, Emma
and Dexter, graduate
from University. Each
chapter covers their lives
on July 15th, for twenty
years. After University,
their lives take them in
different directions, but
they keep in contact.
Can they be just good
friends?

Read the plot.

3

4

Dexter and Emma are good friends at Edinburgh
University. They graduate and their lives take
them in different directions, but they keep in
touch. The novel describes their lives on July 15th
every year for 20 years after they leave University.
Emma becomes a waitress in Kentish Town at a
horrible Tex-Mex restaurant; Dexter becomes a
successful television presenter. Later, Emma becomes a teacher and then a bestselling novelist. Dexter’s career
collapses: he goes from presenting a popular television show, to cable TV and finally he loses his job.
Emma and Dexter have relationships with others; for example, Emma has a relationship with a stand-up
comedian, Ian, and Dexter with a fellow TV presenter. Emma breaks up with Ian, and Dexter separates from
his wife Sylvie; but now Dexter has a daughter, Jasmine.
Then Dexter decides to go to Paris to visit Emma, where she is writing her second book. When they meet in
Paris, they discuss their relationship: they are good friends after all these years but are they falling in love?
Should they remain friends or become lovers?

D

Read the statements and write T (true) or F (false).
1 Emma and Dexter are married. ___
2 Emma finds a job in TV.
___
3 Dexter becomes a film star.
___
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4 Emma writes books.
5 Dexter gets married.
6 Emma goes to France.

___
___
___

The author

The characters

David Alan Nicholls (born 1966) is a best selling English
novelist and screenwriter. He is a graduate of Bristol
University (English and Drama). Before he became a writer, he
was an actor. His novels include Starter for Ten (2003), The
Understudy (2005), and One Day (2009).

Emma Morley (Anne Hathaway) – a student, a waitress
and finally a novelist.
Dexter Mayhew (Jim Sturgess) – first a successful TV
presenter and then a terrible failure.
Sylvie (Romola Garaia) – Dexter’s wife.
Ian (Rafe Spall) – an unfunny stand-up comedian, and
Emma’s boyfriend for a time.
Steven (Ken Stott) – Dexter’s father.
Alison (Patricia Clarkson) – Dexter’s mother.

The film
One Day is a film directed by Lone Scherfig. David Nicholls
adpated it from his 2009 novel of the same name. It stars
Anne Hathaway and Jim Sturgess. The story takes place in
Scotland, England and France. Emma, an English girl from
Yorkshire, is played by the American actress Anne Hathaway.
Critics said about her English accent: ‘Sometimes she’s from
Scotland, sometimes she’s from New York, you just can’t tell’.

E
2

3

CLIP 1 Watch the film clip and read the
dialogue. Then put Emma’s questions in
the correct spaces.

4

a Butch?
b So, my apartment is not far – shall
we…?
c Bernie?
d How long are you staying?
e What do you look like?

Emma (1) _________________________
Dexter Very funny. Well, look at you, you
even… you look like a writer. A
writer in Paris… [touching her hair]
There’s a word for this, isn’t there?
Emma (2) _________________________
Dexter I was going to say…
Emma (3) _________________________
Dexter Me? Screwed up divorcee.
Emma (4) _________________________
Dexter Hmm.
Emma (5) _________________________
Dexter Well, I suppose that’s up to you
really… Look, I just wanted to say
something which I couldn’t really
do over the 1phone. Well,
2 ever since3
we were last together in London…
Emma Dexter, before you say anything
else, there’s something I have to tell
you…

4

F

Work in pairs. Choose a
character from the dialogue
above and act out the scene.

G

Work in pairs. Imagine you are
screenwriters. Write the dialogue
for the next part of the scene and
act it out for the class. Use these
questions to help you.

• What is Emma going to say next?
• What will Dexter say?
• What will he decide to do?
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More on Films 2

Howards End
A
1

2

Plot
2

3

4

husband/wife brother/sister father/daughter
mother/daughter neighbours

C
1

Look at the photos on these pages and try to
guess the relationship between the characters.
Use the prompts below to help you.

B

Read the information on these pages.

The book
Howards End is a
novel by E. M. Forster,
first published in
1910, which tells a
story of class struggle
in turn-of-thecentury England. The
main theme is the
difficulties, troubles,
and also the benefits
of relationships
between members
of different social classes. Many critics consider
Howards End Forster’s masterpiece.

Read the plot.

3

4

The book is about three families in England at the beginning of the 20th century: the Wilcoxes, rich capitalists; the
half-German Schlegels (Margaret, Tibby, and Helen) and the Basts, Leonard and Jacky, a poor couple in the lowermiddle class. The Schlegel sisters try to help the Basts and try to make the Wilcoxes understand them better.
Helen gets enagaged to the younger Wilcox brother, Paul, but breaks it off when she realises it is a mistake.
Margaret becomes friends with Paul’s mother, Ruth Wilcox. Ruth wishes Margaret could live in their family house,
Howards End, as she feels Margaret would look after the house for her. Ruth’s own husband and children do not
value the house and its rich history.
As Ruth is seriously ill, she bequeaths the cottage to Margaret. Mrs Wilcox’s widowed husband, Henry, and his
children keep this a secret from Margaret.
However, over the course of several years, Margaret becomes friends with Henry Wilcox and marries him.
Gradually, Margaret becomes aware of Henry’s negative attitude towards the lower classes. On Henry’s advice,
Helen tells Leonard Bast to leave his job as a clerk at an insurance company. Bast loses his job and his money.
Margaret confronts Henry about his bad treatment of poor people, and he is ashamed of himself but he doesn’t
change.
Henry’s son, Charles, attacks Bast and accidentally kills him. Charles goes to prison for this crime. The scandal
and shock cause his father, Henry, to think again about his life and he begins to connect with others. He
bequeaths Howards End to Margaret.

D

Read the statements and write T (true) or F (false).
1 The Wilcox family help Leonard Bast.
2 Helen marries Paul.
3 Ruth trusts Margaret.

Flash on English 1 © Eli

___
___
___

4 Margaret marries Henry for his money.
___
5 Margaret disagrees with Henry’s opinions. ___
6 Charles commits a crime.
___

2

The film

The characters

Howards End is a 1992 film directed by James Ivory.
The film won three Oscar awards, including Best
Actress for Emma Thompson. It also won a prize at
the 1992 Cannes Film Fesitval.

Ruth Wilcox (Vanessa Redgrave) – owner of Howards End.
Henry Wilcox (Anthony Hopkins) – a wealthy capitalist. He
marries Margaret after Ruth’s death.
Paul Wilcox (Joseph Bennett) – young son of the Wilcoxes.
Charles Wilcox (James Wilby) – oldest son of the Wilcoxes.
He kills Leonard Bast.
Margaret Schlegel (Emma Thompson) – friend of Ruth
Wilcox. She belongs to middle class and has progressive ideas.
Helen Schlegel (Helena Bonham Carter) – Margaret’s sister.
She has progressive ideas, too, and is engaged to Paul Wilcox.
Tibby Schlegel (Adrian Ross Magenty) – Margaret and
Helen’s brother.
Leonard Bast (Samuel West) – a poor intelectual.

The author
Edward Morgan Forster (1879-1970) was an English
novelist, short story writer and essayist. In his ironic and
well-plotted novels, Forster examines class differences
and hypocrisy in early 20th-century British society.
Forster’s humanistic philosophy and sympathy for people
may be summed up in the words at the beginning of
Howards End: ‘Only connect’.

E

CLIP 2 Watch the film clip and read the dialogue. Then complete it with the words in the box.

3

Henry
Margaret
Henry

Margaret
Henry
Margaret
Henry
Margaret

F

indeed

4

lonely

induced

heartbreaking

matter

Yes, do you ever get (1) _________________, Miss Schlegel?
I soon shall, horribly. It’s (2) _________________ to leave one’s old home. How high
this ceiling must be.
Yes, it must be over 30 feet. No, maybe 40 I should think. Perhaps even more…
Miss Schlegel, I’ve had you up here on false (3) _________________. I want to speak
on a much more serious (4) _________________ than the house… erm… do you
think you could be (5)_________________ to… share… I mean is it all probable
that…
Yes, I see.
Miss Schlegel, Margaret, I don’t think
you quite understand.
Yes, (6) _________________, yes.
I’m asking you to be my wife.
Yes, I know.

Work in pairs. Choose a
character from the dialogue
above and act out the scene.

1

pretenses

2

3

G
4

Work in pairs. Imagine you are screenwriters.
Write the dialogue for the next part of the
scene and act it out for the class. Use these
questions to help you.

• What will Margaret say?
• What will she do?
• How will Henry react?
ceiling: soffitto
get lonely: soffrire di
solitudine
induced: indotto
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