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Activity
Choose the correct form of the verb.
François 0 still fed / was still feeding the other dogs when he
suddenly 1 saw / was seeing Buck attack Spitz.
“Go on Buck!” 2 he cried / was crying. “Teach that dirty thief
a lesson!”
Buck and Spitz 3 fought / were fighting hard. All the other
dogs 4 watch / were watching the fight. Nobody 5 saw / was
seeing and nobody 6 knew / was knowing, but something
much more dangerous 7 is / was about to happen. A large
group of mad dogs was about 8 to attack / attacking the
camp.

STUDENT

lassic - American English

Te e n E L I R e a d e r s

tage 1

THE CALL OF THE WILD

reader you will find:
s on…Jack London, Huskies, CLIL History: The Klondike
Rush
ssary of difficult words
prehension activities
yourself

JACK LONDON

a happy, quiet dog living in sunny California, is kidnapped and
orth to begin a new hard life as a sled dog during the Klondike
ush. Read about his adventures and the many problems he has
in this new cruel world. Discover how he begins to change and
responds to the Call of the Wild.

Answer:
1 saw; 2 cried; 3 were fighting; 4 were watching; 5 saw; 6 knew; 7 was;
8 to attack
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TEST YOURSELF!
Can you remember?
1
2
3
4

What noise does a wolf or wild dog make? h _ _ _
What noise does a pet dog make? b _ _ _
What do the dogs pull? _ _ e _
What is the name of the pieces of metal on this (the parts
that touch the snow)?
_u__e__
5 What are the simple past and past participle of the verb
‘to freeze’?
_ _ _ z _; _ _ _ z _ _
6 What is the name of the path that Buck and his friends
follow? _ _ _ i _
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Answer:
1 howl; 2 bark; 3 sled; 4 runners; 5 froze, frozen; 6 trail
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PET – Speaking
Work in pairs. Here are some pictures of two working dogs.
Talk together about
• the jobs that animals do for us in safety, health and agriculture
• the lives of the working animals, their health and happiness
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Focus on…

Where has wilderness been?
A new study published in the journal Current Biology claims that ten percent of Earth’s wilderness
has vanished since the 1990s and the total area amounting has been lost to twice the size of Alaska.
Nevertheless, there’s still time to save the wilderness areas left, although the world’s land area
consists of 23 percent of wilderness.
Most of this can be found in North Asia, North Africa, Australia, and North America (Canada). South
America has had the biggest loss, with a 30 percent decrease since the ‘90s, and Africa goes behind
with 14 percent.
“The wilderness decline around the world is most in the tropical biomes, the tropical rain forests
have lost a lot of wilderness,” study co-author Oscar Venter, of the University of Northern British
Columbia. “A lot of the Amazon has been lost, which are really important wilderness areas have
been hit. They are a nursery ground for a lot of the world’s wildlife – young fish are reared in these
mangrove ecosystems, they are a base for a lot of the fisheries. Now, there is almost no wilderness
left in the mangroves.”
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