
The Secret Garden   
Frances Hodgson Burnett

Te e n         R e a d e r s

One day, in India, nine-year old Mary wakes up and finds that she is 
completely alone. Back home in England, she is sent to live with an 
uncle she has never met. His house is a strange, lonely place where she 
will gradually discover secret after secret in a new and magical world.

In this reader you will find:
- information about Frances Hodgson Burnett
- a section providing background and contextual information
- a glossary of di�cult words
- comprehension activities
- an exit text
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Answers:  

1	1. Mary Lennox; 2. Mary’s mother; 3. Mrs Medlock; 4. Martha; 5. Dickon 	
	(Martha’s brother); 6. Ben Weatherstaff (the gardener) 

Activities - Comprehension 
 

1 	 Who is it?

	 1. 	 Yellow skin, often ill and cross, is selfish and grew up in 		

		  India ……………………

	

	 2. 	Beautiful, only interested in going to parties ……………………

	

	 3. 	Stout with a red face and black eyes ……………………

		

	 4. 	Young girl who works in Misselthwaite Manor, helps Mary 

		  ……………………

	

	 5. 	 Is a boy, is twelve years old and has a young wild pony 

		  ……………………

	

	 6. 	Old man, not good-looking, gets angry a lot ……………………
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When Mary was alone in the house in India she saw a little 

(1)
 ……………………. Mary’s new home in England was in miles and 

miles of 
(2)

 ……………………. . Around the house were 

(3)
 ……………………. , where the 

(4)
 ……………………. grew vegetables 

and 
(5)

 ……………………. with apple trees. Mary went to talk to the 

gardener and saw a bird with a red front sitting on a tree. 

‘That’s a 
(6)

 …………………….,’ said the gardener.

Answers:  

2	1. snake; 2. wild land; 3. kitchen gardens; 4. gardener; 5. orchard; 
	6. robin redbreast. 

Activities -  Vocabulary
 

2 	Animals, birds and nature. 
	 Fill in the gaps with the correct word.

gardener • kitchen gardens • orchard • robin redbreast 
snake • wild land
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Writing – KET style activity

You are Mary, write about the secret garden in your diary 
(about 30 words). Say what it looked like when you first 
found it, and what it looks like now. 

You can start like this:

Dear Diary,

When I found the secret garden, the door was locked. It … 
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Focus on… 

The Yorkshire coastline contains some 
of the UK’s most rocky and charming 
countryside, from little fishing villages 
clinging to rocky cliffs to wonderful 
white sand way and seaside resorts 
for families, with everything from 
windswept abbeys to the county’s best 
fish and chips. This amazing place offers 
awesome beaches, chilly water sea and 
a unique opportunity to lose yourself in 
this naturally beautiful destination.

The Yorkshire Coast


